PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCE RISE PUBLIC MEETING FOR GENERAL MEDIA
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COMMUNITIES RISE TO TORONTO'S ENERGY CHALLENGE WITH SOLAR ENERGY

Toronto, March 15, 2006

The Premier of Ontario shrugged his shoulders and said, "In an ideal world there would be more renewable energy and conservation". Fortunately, some are rising to the challenge and creating this more ideal world. "RISE" - Riverdale Initiative for Solar Energy - is a voluntary, community-based project that arose from the MASSIVE RESPONSE exhibition at Toronto's Eastern Front Gallery in June 2005.

RISE brings together over 180 homeowners plus a 260 unit housing Co-op (as of March 15th 2006) in the east end of Toronto who are looking into purchasing a clean-energy grid-tied electricity generating solar system for their own home. Expecting to take advantage of economies of scale, RISE invited 17 Ontario Solar companies to submit a competitive, bulk purchase price. The winning bid - Solera Sustainable Energies Company ( http://soleraenergies.com ) - was selected and announced on March 3, 2006. Founded in 1985, Solera has become the pre-eminent provider of utility-grid connected solar power in Canada.  They have carried out some of the highest profile residential and commercial solar projects including the award-winning Toronto Hydro 36,000 watt solar generating system at 500 Commissioners St. Solera Founder and President Leonard Allen has lived in a fully solar powered home since 1991. Mr. Allen has served as Vice-President and director of the Canadian Solar Industries Association.

Solar power will be one of the most important energy sources of the 21st century. RISE participants know that making the transition to a renewable energy economy as soon as possible is essential. Such a move will reduce continued stress on the current electricity grid, help prevent disastrous climate change, and help reduce air pollution created by coal and natural gas. As a renewable energy source, it will also prevent the need for nuclear reactors and their production of radioactive waste. RISE participants realize that an investment in solar now is an investment in the future of our communities, our economy, and our planet.

RISE participants are also aware that gas-fired power plants are an energy production dead-end. How can we justify spending over $500 million on one mega-project when the fuel needed to power the facilities is now in serious global decline? See: http://www.globalpublicmedia.com/articles/554 . How much will it cost when, as Direct Energy predicts, gas prices hit over $0.80 per unit (it now sits at just above $0.40 per unit) within the next 5 years?

We urge the Premier and the Ministers of Energy and Economic Development to work on a long-term strategy for sustainable energy for Ontario:

. 

Allow Electricity to rise to full-cost market rates.

. 

Remove subsidies from Fossil Fuel industries and redistribute them to Ontario industries involved in the research, production and installation of renewable energy technologies.

. 

Expand programs to help Ontarians understand the need to conserve and how they can start using renewable energy technologies.

. 

Support the transition to renewable energy as other governments do (In the US, see http://www.builditsolar.com/References/energyincentivesrs.htm ; in Germany, see http://www.theclimategroup.org/index.php?pid=422 )

PUBLIC MEETING FOR INFORMATION PRESENTATION AND QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION:

RISE, Leonard Allen, President of Solera and a representative from GreenSaver ( greensaver.org ): Ralph Thorton Centre, 765 Queen East, east of Broadview, second floor. 7 - 9 p.m. Tuesday, March 28, 06

For further information please contact: Insert contact details here. Volunteer Coordinator for RISE.

RISE is a voluntary community based initiative. Its coordinator, Ron McKay is a founding member of Eastern Front Gallery, 750A Queen St. East, and curator of the recent MASSIVE RESPONSE exhibition. An artist and freelance graphic designer, McKay is also a passionate social and environmental activist supporting Greenpeace, the David Suzuki Foundation, WindShare and AutoShare.

